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Officers 2017-18 
 

1st Vice-President 
1stVice-President@lwvuticarome.org 
Mary Monaco 
 
2nd Vice-President 
2ndVice-President@lwvuticarome.org 
Lorrie Wasielewski 
 
Treasurer 

Treasurer@lwvuticarome.org 
Nancy Agen 
 
Secretary 

Secretary@lwvuticarome.org 
Barbara Gibbs 
 
Directors: 
Directors@lwvuticarome.org 
Dianne DiMeo 
Carol Fitzgerald 
Donna Goodwin 
Shirley Hilts-Adams 
Lucretia Hunt 
Dawn Laguerre 
Karen McBride 
Elizabeth Pattengill 
Donna Rubin 
Sally Swierczek 
 
Nominating Committee 
NominatingCommittee@lwvuticarome
.org 
Anne Popeo 
Marianne Buttenschon 
Sue Allen 
 
Action Alert Chair: 
Lillian (Trudy) Kennedy 
Historian/Archivist: 
Donna Loomis Rubin 
Publicity:  
Shirley Hilts-Adams 
Newsletter: 
Dianne DiMeo 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Defeating the Challenges, Defending the Victims 
 

DATE: Saturday, May 12, 2018 
  
WHERE: Hart’s Hill Inn 
 135 Clinton St., Whitesboro, NY 
 
SPEAKER: Dawn Catera Lupi, Oneida County First Assistant 

District Attorney and Special Victims Unit Bureau 
Chief 

  
SCHEDULE: 10:30 Registration 
 11:00 Luncheon 
 11:30 Speaker’s Presentation 
 12:30   Annual Meeting & Election of Officers 
 
COST:   $25  
To make reservations, contact Trudy Kennedy at 733-6244 or  
E-mail:  Reservations@lwvuticarome.org by Wed 5/9 
 

 

 

*attendees not wanting meal, may attend free of charge. 

 
Annual Dues will be collected at meeting, for those wishing to 

pay for 2018-19 year 
 
 
  

 

Look Inside for: 
 Leadership Message   p.2 
 Slate of Officers 2018-20  p.3 
 Proposed Local Program  p.3 
 Proposed 2018-19 Budget  p.4 
 Local League News   p.5 
 Naturalization Ceremonies  p. 6 
 Upcoming Events   p.6 
 Advertisers    p.7-8 
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LEADERSHIP MESSAGE 
 

Eight of our local League members attended a one-day NY LWV training in Cortland on 

Saturday, April 7.  The training, with a theme of Collaboration and Visibility, allowed 

members to attend three workshops out of a choice of six.  We also had time at lunch to 

network with members from other Central NY Leagues. It was an informative and 

beneficial day well spent in acquiring fresh ideas to achieve our goals. 

 For several years we have held voter registration drives at local colleges and 

universities. We have also reached out to local high schools to select students for 

participation in Students Inside Albany, a LWV of NYS program designed to increase 
students’ awareness of their responsibility in representative government and provide 
the tools necessary for meeting that responsibility. The four-day interactive 

conference, held in Albany, brings together high school students from across the state 
to learn about New York State government and the process by which citizens can 
participate in the policy making arena.  The Utica/Rome Metro Area LWV will be sending 

two outstanding students to participate in this year’s conference. We also welcome 

opportunities to address high school classes in Civics on the importance of voting when 

age-eligible to do so. 

 Democracy is not a spectator sport is a principle that will be guiding many of our 

efforts in the coming organizational year. Our recent general meeting held at the Utica 

Public Library provided an opportunity for collaboration with other organizations with 

like ideas on increasing the number of registered voters in Oneida County and other 

nearby areas. The Leadership Team encourages members who have not had the 

opportunity to participate in voter registration drives, including registration of new 

citizens at Naturalization Ceremonies, to do so in the coming months - a truly 

rewarding experience.   

 We look forward to seeing you at the Annual Meeting, Saturday, May 12, at Hart’s 

Hill Inn.  Information on the meeting can be found on page 1 of this Voter. 

       Shirley Hilts-Adams, Leadership Team 

 
 
 
 

Keep abreast of the activities of the League of Women Voters, Utica/Rome by visiting 
our Facebook page. 

 
 Search by going to League of Women Voters of Utica - Rome Metro    

 
 
 
 



 3 

Items up for Vote at Annual Meeting 
 

I. Slate of Officers 
 
   2nd Vice President (2018-20)  Dawn Laguerre 
   Treasurer (2018-20)    Nancy Agen 
 

Directors (2018-20) 
  Lu Blanchard         Dianne DiMeo           Carol Fitzgerald Lucretia Hunt 
   Anne Popeo          Donna Rubin  Sally Swierczek  
 

Director (2018-19)  
Lori Wasielewski (replacing D. Laguerre 2017-19 seat) 

 
 

Nominating Committee (2018-19) 
   Anne Popeo  Marianne Buttenschon Sue Allen 
 
 
 

There will be a call for nominations from the floor for any of the open positions  
during the Annual Meeting 

 
 
 
 

Members who will continue in office (elected for 2017-19 terms) 
1st Vice President – Mary Monaco 

Secretary – Barbara Gibbs 
  Directors – Donna Goodwin, Shirley Hilts-Adams, Elizabeth Pattengill, Karen McBride 
 
 
 
 
 

II. Proposed Local Program  
 

 Retain post-study monitoring of local planning, the Oneida County Sewer District 
Permit Compliance and Abatement Project and water quality measures to further 
Smart Growth and development in Oneida County.  

 

 Promote the use of containers made of recycled and recyclable materials, where 
practical, in restaurants or places that serve food, to replace Styrofoam containers. 
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Voter Registration in 16 Easy Steps 
On Saturday, March 24, we held a panel discussion on voter registration. The following community 

members provided insight, tips and inspiration for helping improve the number of local citizens who 

are registered to vote: 

 

 Ted Tottey, Committee for Voter 

Registration Expansion (CVRE) 

 Sonia Martinez, Mohawk Valley 

Latino Association 

 Venice Ervin, President of local 

chapter of NAACP 

 Dietra Harvey, Administrator of 

United Way’s Empire State Poverty 

Reduction Initiative (ESPRI) 

 Diane Berry, CVRE and League of 

Women Voters, Utica/Rome 

 

The intent of the meeting was to share ideas and strategies for increasing the number of registered 

voters from among the eligible populace who will become informed about the issues & candidates, who 

will know registration deadlines & election dates, and who will have a plan in place for getting to the 

polls on Election Day.  

 

The meeting ended with a commitment among all present to continue to work together and use each 

other’s areas of expertise to reach our mutual goal. 

 

Congratulations to our Voter Services Chair, Karen McBride 
Karen was one of 6 local women to receive the 2018 Women of the 
Year Award, presented by the Mohawk Valley Chapter of New York 
State Women, Inc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Interested in becoming a member of Utica/Rome League of Women Voters? 
Visit our website (www.lwvuticarome.org) or email us at league@uticarome.org 

Membership dues are $60/member or $90 for household membership.  
Student memberships are available for $25 

 
 
 
 

http://www.lwvuticarome.org/
mailto:league@uticarome.org
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Upcoming Naturalization Ceremonies 
 2017 NATURALIZATION CEREMONIES 

2018 Oneida County Sponsored 
(All Fridays) LOCATION – Ceremony Begins at 10:30; ARRIVE by 9:30 am 

Friday, April 20, 2018 Oneida County Office Building, Utica 

Friday, September 21, 2018 Oneida County Office Building, Utica 

Friday, November 2, 2018 MVCC Info technology Bldg. Aud. 

2018 Federal Sponsored 
 

LOCATION – Ceremony Begins at 11:00; ARRIVE by 10:00 a.m. 

Wed April 18, 2018 Pirnie Fed. Building, 3rd Flr. Courtroom 

Thursday, June 14, 2018 Pirnie Fed. Building, 3rd Flr. Courtroom 

Thursday, August 16, 2018 Pirnie Fed. Building, 3rd Flr. Courtroom 

Thursday, September 27, 2018 Ft. Stanwix, Rome, NY 

Thursday, December 6, 2018 Pirnie Fed. Building, 3rd Flr. Courtroom 

 
CONTACT KAREN MCBRIDE (315-225-3159; Voterservices@lwvuticarome.org ) IF ABLE TO HELP 
REPRESENT LWV DURING ANY OF THESE CEREMONIES

 

 
 

 

**LWVNYS Advocacy Training Day – April 24 – Albany 
Learn how to make our voice heard in the NYS Legislature. If interested in attending, 
please let one of our Board members know of your interest so we can car pool.  Write to 
us on the LWV UticaRome web site or call Lorrie W. at 315 736 7425.  
 

**Landmarks Society’s Victorian Springtime Tea – May 12, 11-1:30 – 
Rutgers Park 
This Victorian Springtime Tea, held at Rutger No. 3 Mansion will focus on the lifestyle of the 
women of Rutger Park during the 1800s.  One of the famous women who lived in Rutger Park 
during this era was Julia Seymour, wife of Senator Roscoe Conkling.    
The event will feature tea tasting and finger sandwiches and sweets, with a background of 
beautiful music and décor.  There will also be a raffle for a number of exciting gifts. 
 
So for one afternoon, take a step back in time with this classic Spring Time Victorian tea. 
Tickets can be purchased from the website:  Uticalandmarks.org or by sending your check 
made out to Landmarks Society of Greater Utica and mailed to:  Karen Day  C/O LSGU   
11029 Miller Road  Deerfield, NY 13502  Ticket prices are $20 for an individual, or a table of 8 
for $150.   
 

**Women in the Mohawk Valley: A History Conference – May 18-20 
Sponsored by Oneida County History Center and League of Women Voters of Utica/Rome. A 
3 day history conference aimed to highlight the role of women in local history and promote 
women's issues in the greater Mohawk Valley. Speakers will include experts in women’s 
studies and history, and community leaders that are currently shaping the Mohawk Valley. 
Details and updates on the conference schedule, presenters to be announced 

 

mailto:Voterservices@lwvuticarome.org
http://uticalandmarks.org/
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